Mr. Mayor and City Council Members,

While I was out of town recently for my brother’s funeral, I called home on April 1 to
check on my 82 year old husband who is being treated for cancer. He told me that he had been
awakened around Midnight by air planes flying directly over our home, one right after the other
— it seemed like a continuous roar that lasted for hours. The larger planes, which have a harder
time gaining altitude, are extremely disturbing. I wonder how many other people with serious
illnesses have had their rest disturbed, both day and night, by airplane traffic? Even those who
are well need their rest.

We have been impacted every day and night since the “right turn” was implemented. We
cannot have windows open at any time because the roar of airplanes is so great. We can no
longer enjoy sitting outside on our porch for the same reason. We cannot carry on a conversation
out doors and barely so indoors. We have spent over $3000 for new windows to reduce the noise
indoors, but the reduction was small. The quality of our lives and perhaps the length of our lives
has been greatly reduced.

Our lives may be shortened by exhaust fumes from hundreds of airplanes flying at low
altitudes, which poison our atmosphere and the air we breathe; yet the FAA has failed to
consider environmental impact.

The relatively small amount of money that City Council has set aside to fight the
decisions of the FAA is money well spent. If it only accomplishes some reduction in the impact
that the right turn is having, it will be worth it. Please do not be intimidated by the FAA bullies
or those few citizens who, for reasons of their own, do not want the City to pursue this law suit.
Do not allow anyone to pit one part of the City against another part. We are all residents of the
same City and we all should help any part of the City that is being mistreated. All citizens are
entitled to a good quality of life and a safe environment regardless of where they live.

The FAA is a juggernaut rolling over the lives of thousands of people. It is a Renegade
organization that has declared Eminent Domain over our airspace and has been violating its own
regulations all over the Country. However, at the Orange County airport, planes are forbidden to
take off or land from 10:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m.

I call to your attention a front-page article about the FAA that appeared in last weekend’s
edition of U.S.A.Today. The FAA has been warned by its own internal Traffic Safety Oversight
Service to stop “This ongoing lack of compliance with FAA regulations....” In that case, it is
the practice of landing airplanes in tandem, one over another, in order to increase efficiency. An
air traffic manager is quoted as saying that these procedures are used “because it helps (airlines)
make money.” Yet those procedures are not in compliance with FAA regulations. Will this
eventually be a practice introduced in Las Vegas to increase efficiency, i.e. profit, for the
airlines? What’s next? The Airline Pilots Association says, “We are placing profit over safety.”
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The Airline Pilots Association, the National Air Traffic Controllers Association, the
controllers’ union, and the FAA’s own internal Air Traffic Safety Oversight Service all say that
these violations by the FAA must stop, but the air traffic division has ignored everyone in spite
of many, many close calls. The FAA cannot be trusted to act in the public’s interest.

With all of the corruption we have seen the past two years, I wonder if we need an
investigation into the affairs of those who have jammed this “right turn” down our throats and
those who support them. To begin an investigation, we need only ask, “Who benefits from
this?”

The FAA says that it needs the right turn to “increase efficiency.” Does it mean that
there will be even more planes overhead at all hours? Is there any limit on what the FAA can
do? Will our skies eventually look like the skies over the English Channel on D-Day? Or, does it
mean more profitability for the airline corporations?

Does that mean that my quality of life and the safety of airline passengers will pay for the
profitability of the airlines? Should my quality of life pay for the profitability of the Casinos that
want more and more tourists to fill more and more hotel rooms. Should my quality of life pay
for the profitability of the construction companies who build the hotel rooms? Growth does not
pay for itself — never has never will. Growth costs all of us as we have to provide police and fire
protection for all those tourists and new employees hired to serve the tourists. It does not take an
MBA to know that increased sales does not necessarily mean increased profitability. Maybe it is
time for hotel and airline executives to learn to be profitable without incessant growth.

I am not anti-casino or hotel. I recognize that the gaming industry is the big base in this
city and county. I do not even begrudge them the low tax rate they pay, compared to the tax
rates they pay in other states. But people should not be expendable so the gaming industry can
be profitable.

However, we do need to diversify our economy. How can we attract companies to move
here or be created here if we do not also provide a good quality of life for their executives and
employees? Good quality of life also means good schools and health care, but for today, we say
we need to be able to sleep at night, to be able to be comfortable in our back yards, and not be
bombarded with the roar of airplanes right over head.

I urge you, members of City Council to continue to defend the citizens of Las Vegas
against the profit-driven ravages of the FAA.

Thank you for your attention.
Gertrude R. Ward
3024 Donnegal Bay Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89117-2451

240-3843
April 18, 2007
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